
 
 

 
 

Bike Unit Oral Board/Interview Sample Questions 
 
Please introduce yourself and tell us briefly about your employment with the department and any 
previous departments.  
 
Tell us about the work-related accomplishments of which you are most proud.   
 
During your career, what certifications have you obtained? What have you done with those 
certifications to serve the department and the public? 
 
What do you think a typical day-in-the-life of a bike assignment is like? 
 
What is the biggest motivating factor for your desire to join the bike unit? 
 
What do you believe are good and necessary qualities of a bike officer?  [Good community policing 
skills, interpersonal skills, and community relations skills as well as good judgment and good officer 
safety characteristics ALL come to mind BEFORE anything to do with cycling experience, cycling 
knowledge, racing, or superior fitness.] 
 
What skills and abilities do you think are necessary to be a successful public safety cyclist?  
 
What qualities, skills, and abilities do you possess which qualify you for the position?  What will you 
bring to the team? 
 
What qualities, skills, and abilities do you need to improve on in order to qualify for the position?      
         
What have you done to prepare yourself for the position? 
 
Being a public safety cyclist is a physically demanding job. Tell us how physically fit you are and 
what you do to stay in shape? Are there any reasons why you could not physically perform the duties 
of a public safety cyclist?  
 
Do you ride a bike outside of work? What type of riding, road, bike path, or off-road trail?  Do you 
consider riding off-duty important to public safety cyclists? 
 
Are you willing to participate in training and learning basic bike maintenance?  Are you willing to ride 
in various weather conditions, including heat, cold, and inclement weather (within the bounds of the 
general orders)?  
 
Being a public safety cyclist is a mentally demanding job. Tell us how mentally fit you are and what 
you do to relax? Are there any reasons why you could not mentally perform the duties of a public 
safety cyclist?  
 
As member of the bike unit, tell us what you would do to address the issues occurring at [specific 
location]? 



 
 

 
 

Public safety cyclists are required to be proactive more than reactive.  Tell us about a situation in 
which you identified a problem or opportunity and acted to address it.   
 
As a member of the bike unit, you may be required to adjust your schedule, work holidays and special 
events, and put in overtime. Is this going to be a problem for you and/or your family? How do you 
plan to handle a schedule conflict when it arises? 
 
As a member of the bike unit, you may be asked to attend and address community groups, elected 
officials, business leaders, and other groups.  Tell us about your experience with public speaking, 
particularly any that involved defusing a situation. 
 
Public relations are an essential aspect of public safety cycling.  You will be expected to represent the 
department at community events.  Are you comfortable with and interested in promoting the agency 
and interacting with the public in this manner?  What experience have you had? 
 
Public safety cyclists are among the most approachable of all public safety personnel.  What qualities 
do you possess that equip you for near-constant interaction with citizens, visitors, etc.? 
 
As a member of the bike unit, you may be asked to conduct bicycle safety programs for youth (such as 
rodeos) and/or adults.  Do you have any instructional experience and/or formal training as an 
instructor?   
 
Being assigned to a specialty unit is a [time] commitment.  Barring unforeseen circumstances, are you 
willing to make a minimum commitment of time to stay in the program? 
 
Our bike unit is part of the agency’s crowd operations. What experience and/or training have you had 
in crowd management and control or tactical EMS?  
 
Where do you see room for improvement with the current bike operations, and do you have any ideas 
for making those improvements? 
 
If you are chosen to be a member of the unit, what will you do to contribute to teamwork and 
productivity? 
 
List three “out-of-the-box” activities the unit could be doing.  This does not include routine bicycle 
patrol. 
 
Are you interested in leadership?  Do you have any experience with supervision, budgeting, 
writing/applying SOPs, etc.? 
 
What would you like to see the bike unit become in the future of [department]?  What will you do to 
help make this happen?  
          
Tell the board why you should be selected to represent the department as a public safety cyclist. 


