
IPMBA NEWS, VOL. 10, NO. 2 1 

 

IPMBA: PROMOTING AND ADVOCATING EDUCATION AND ORGANIZATION FOR PUBLIC SAFETY BICYCLISTS.       VOL. 10, NO. 2 

 

inside 
 
Features: 
IPMBA Board Contact Information .......14 
Membership Form ................................12 
Instructor Corner...................................12 
President’s Column ..............................2 
Product Purchase Program ..................7 
Product Review (IBIS Attack Bike) ......6 
Bike Units On the Web .........................10 
This Issue: 
2000 Survey .........................................14 
“Bike Cops Rule” ..................................1 
“EMS Cycling is Hot” ............................9  
“Keepin’ Busy” ......................................1 
Invitations to Ride .................................10 
IPMBA Instructor Courses....................3 

SPRING 2001 

NEWSLETTER OF THE INTERNATIONAL POLICE MOUNTAIN BIKE ASSOCIATION 

 

Welcome new IPMBA 
Members! 

Welcome New Members  

M embers of the law enforcement training community 
quickly learned that bike cops possess more than just 
pedal power as police cyclists walked off with 24 medals 

out of a possible 45 during the First Annual Law Enforcement 
Skills World Championships, a feature of the American Society 
for Law Enforcement Training’s (ASLET) Annual Conference.  
The Championships, held on February 16 in Orlando, Florida, 
consisted of six skills events:  tactical foot pursuit, tactical pistol 
response, threat recognition, pursuit driving, use of force, and, of 
course, police bicycle pursuit. 
When ASLET decided to include a mountain bike competition 
as part of the Skills Championships, they came to the experts at 
IPMBA.  IPMBA was proud to share the collective experience 
of certified instructors Artie Gonzales (Topeka KS), Gary 
McLaughlin (Sacramento CA), T.J. Richardson (San Antonio 
TX), and Kathy Vonk (Ann Arbor MI).  With the seemingly 
unlimited support and resources of Sgt. Rich Adair and the 
Osceola County Sheriff’s Office (FL), a challenging course was 
designed and constructed.  
After negotiating numerous obstacles, including several tight 
cone maneuvers, a series of teeter-totters, a fence, and a balance 
beam, competitors were required to take down and cuff 
Controlled F.O.R.C.E. “Freddy,” a training dummy that 
possesses wrists, arms, elbows, and knees that function much 
like those of humans and that “resists arrest.”  Bike patrol 
officers from as far away as California turned out to put their 
skills to the test.  They competed, individually and as teams, in 
the bike event as well as in all but one of the other events.  The 
only event in which bike cops declined to participate was pursuit 
driving – no big surprise.   
When the Skills Championships came to an end and the winners 
announced, the results were clear – bike cops rule!  Not only did 
bike patrol officers sweep the awards for the bike competition, 
they walked off the stage with an impressive number of medals 
in the other categories as well.  IPMBA congratulates all the 
winners, but especially the following police cyclists: 
David Brady (Dublin PD, CA):  First Place Team, Tactical Foot 
Pursuit; First Place Team, Bicycle Pursuit; First Place Male, 
Bicycle Pursuit.  
Kit Bryan (Orange County SO, FL): Second Place Team, 
Bicycle Pursuit. 

 
(Continued on page 6) 

Bike Cops Rule! 

I n a little over two years, Williamson Medical Center 
EMS in Franklin, Tennessee, has built a bike medic 
program that has become far more than the typical 

"special events" team it was originally designed to be. With 
a response area of 475 square miles and a population of 
about 130,000 people, there's more than enough to keep the 
team busy.  In 2000, the team worked more than 60 events, 
and this year the schedule will probably be bigger. 
The team initially began with two medics, an idea, and 
funding from the Volunteer Auxiliary at Williamson 
Medical Center, the community hospital.  The volunteers 
run the hospital's gift shop and several fund-raising events 
throughout the year, usually to buy equipment for patients' 
family members to use while their loved ones are 
hospitalized.  The bike medic team was the first project 
outside the hospital. 
On the team's first practice ride, three bike medics 
happened upon an unreported house fire.  After confining 
the blaze to one room and rescuing a bedridden elderly 
woman, they summoned the Franklin Fire Department, who 
extinguished the fire.  This first incident was typical of the 

(Continued on page 9) 

Keepin’ Busy 
Support Still Growing for Tennessee Bike Medic Team 

Submitted by Nick Gatlin EMSCI # 36 
Williamson Medical Center (Franklin, TN) 

By Maureen Becker  
Executive Director, IPMBA 
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President’s Column 

H ow could it be nine years 
already?  It seems like just 
yesterday that I was in Las 

Vegas, meeting bike cops from around 
the country and starting the first of many 
wonderful IPMBA friendships. That was 
the 1992 conference, when IPMBA was 
“born” and most of our programs were 
nothing more than the products of some 
very vivid imaginations.    
What a long way we have come since 
then, and what a wonderful ride it has 
been. 
I remember walking into the hotel 
conference room, in which virtually 
every class was held.  Standing near the 
back of the room was an officer in a 
neatly pressed wool uniform shirt and 
Sportiff shorts.  I looked at his shoulder 
patch.  It read Hayward Police.  I was 
really surprised.  As Minnesotan, I knew 
Hayward as a small town in northern 
Wisconsin, known for lumberjack 
contests, muskie fishing and the 
Birkebeiner cross country ski race.  I 
walked up and told him how surprised I 
was to see Hayward Police represented at 
a national bike patrol conference. 
“How many bike cops do you have in 
Hayward?”  I asked him.  
“About 25,” he replied.  I was totally 
surprised.  I didn’t think Hayward PD 
had but a dozen officers total! 
“Twenty-five bike officers?... I didn’t 
think the whole department was that 
big!”  
Looking a little surprised, he informed 
me that the Hayward Police Department 
had over 180 officers.  
I looked at him again and said, “Geez, I 
didn’t think little Hayward, Wisconsin, 
needed that many cops!” 
Shaking his head and giving me a look 
like he felt sorry for me or something, he 
responded, “No…Hayward, California.  
It’s across the bay from San Francisco.” 
The following year, the IPMBA Police 
on Bikes conference, and the first 
IPMBA Police Cyclist Course, was held 
in Ft Lauderdale.  Among the instructors 
selected was a reported bike patrol expert 
from California named Sgt. Joe Martin.   

 

What A Wonderful Ride 
Boy, was I surprised when, at the first 
instructor meeting, who should walk in 
but my old buddy from Hayward.  
Hoping he would say “no,” I 
apprehensively asked him if he 
remembered our first meeting.  Much to 
my chagrin, he said that he actually 
remembered that meeting quite well!   

Nuts. 
Since that day, however, Joe and I have 
become very good friends and 
confidantes. We’ve shared many laughs 
and many memorable moments.   Like 
the time in San Antonio that I was late 
for a meeting because a stripped door 
knob locked me in my hotel bathroom 
for nearly an hour.  Following my escape 
from the john, Joe informed me that I 
would be helping to write a book on bike 
patrol.  Eventually, that book became the 
Complete Guide to Police Cycling.   Joe 
and I have shared many experiences.  I 
even survived a Tennessee tornado with 
him.  We have been roommates at 
several IPMBA conferences and various 
training classes.  I should point out that 
the reports of our snoring are greatly 
exaggerated, but don’t ask anyone who 
had the room next to us to confirm that!   
Joe was the first of many great people 
that I have had the privilege to work with 
and befriend in my years with IPMBA.  
Certainly, Allan Howard (my mentor and 
PCI Numero Uno), Tom Woods, other 
past and present Board members and 
staffers top the list, but there are many 
others who are equally important and 
valued.  I couldn’t possibly name them 
all! 
As I retire from the IPMBA Board, I 
realize that it is the people -- not just the 
accomplishments -- that I will remember 
and savor the most.  In my nearly 27 
years in law enforcement, I have dealt 
with officers of all types and specialties.  
Bike cops have consistently been some 
of the finest and most professional police 
officers I have ever encountered.  
Cycling just seems to attract nice people. 
We all know that patrolling on a bike is 
the best way to learn, embrace, and serve 
the people on our beat.  Most call it 
community policing.  The goals of 
community policing are not compatible 
with those of officers whose sole purpose 

is to see what they can do TO the public 
instead of what they can do FOR them.   
As a result, bike patrol does not tend to 
attract the bullies and the badge heavy 
brutes from our ranks.  Through my 
experience with IPMBA, I have been 
blessed to meet and work with the best of 
the best. I will cherish that always. 
Though I am leaving the Board to make 
room for new people and ideas, I am not 
leaving IPMBA.  To use an analogy from 
bike racing, I have taken my turn at the 
front of the line, and it is time for me to 
move to the back and draft for a while. 
My years of serving on the IPMBA 
Board, especially those spent as 
President, have been the most gratifying 
and fun of my police career.  I am very 
proud of what we have all been able to 
accomplish…what a wonderful ride it 
has been.  But I challenge you to “keep 
pedalin’” to make IPMBA even better.  
Let’s see how far you can take this thing. 
My most sincere thanks to everyone for 
your years of support, friendship and 
love.  

Ride Safe.    - Kirby 
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New in 2001 
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Product Review 

By Officer Kirby Beck, PCI #002T 
Coon Rapids PD (MN) 

A  new bike has entered the public safety market. 
Ibis is a small but classy bike company in 
northern California known for its high-quality 

bicycle frames. The bike – dubbed the Ibis Attack – 
was conceptualized and designed by long-time IPMBA 
Police Cyclist Instructor Bruce Hopfengardner, 
formerly of Centerville PD, Centerville, Ohio.  
The bike starts with an aluminum frame, black, except 
for the small white panel identifying it as an Ibis. The 
frame, weighing in at a mere 3.5 lbs, features an 
oversized downtube with reinforced tigs at the 
headtube weld.  It has a monostay seat stay and a 
replaceable derailleur hanger.  It has lugs for three 
bottle cages – two for water and one for a light system 
battery.  It comes equipped with a high-rise/short-reach 
stem and Kalloy Uno seat post and bar ends that are 
great for bike patrol work.  The standard saddle is the 
Velo Crossbow. 
The production bike will have lugs on the seat stays to 
facilitate rear racks. The lugs had not been installed on 
the prototype bike I rode.  
 

Bike Cops Rule! 
Brad Conway (Seattle PD, WA): First Place Male, Tactical 
Pistol Response; First Place Team, Tactical Foot Pursuit; First 
Place Team, Bicycle Pursuit. 
Edward Croissant (Tampa PD, FL):  Third Place Male, 
Threat Recognition.  
Bill Edgar (Orlando PD, FL): Third Place Male, Bicycle 
Pursuit; Third Place Team, Bicycle Pursuit.  
Lou Ann Hamblin (Van Buren Township PD, MI): First Place 
Female, Threat Recognition; First Place Female, Tactical Foot 
Pursuit; First Place Female, Bicycle Pursuit.  
Paul Hollingsworth (Orange County SO, FL): Second Place 
Team, Bicycle Pursuit.  
Sonya McCaughy (Tampa PD, FL): Second Place Female, 
Bicycle Pursuit.  
Jason Pearson (Winter Garden PD, FL):  Third Place Male, 
Tactical Foot Pursuit; Third Place Team, Tactical Foot Pursuit. 
T.J. Richardson (San Antonio PD, TX): Third Place Male, 
Tactical Pistol Response.  
Kathleen Vonk (Ann Arbor PD, MI): Second Place Female, 
Tactical Pistol Response; Second Place Female, Threat 
Recognition; Second Place Female, Tactical Foot Pursuit; 
Overall Champion, Female.   

 

(Continued from page 1) 

The Ibis Attack is completely equipped with Deore LX 
components:  hubs, linear pull brakes, bottom bracket, 
crankset and both front and rear derailleurs.  It has a 
nine-speed cassette and LX Rapid Fire shifters.  The 
bike uses Mavic X221 32-spoke wheels built by 
Wheelsmith using double-butted spokes.  Continental 
Town and Country tires and a Greenfield rear mount 
kickstand are standard.  The bike comes with a black 
Manitou Magnum R fork with 76.2 mm travel.  It has 
coil and microcellular urethane (MCU) springs and oil 
dampening.  The fork has an adjustable preload.  The 
frame and fork are both disk brake ready. 
I found that it rides like a very light bike.  It is 
comfortable and responsive.  When it was introduced at 
the ASLET conference in Orlando, it was ridden by a 
number of good riders, all of whom seemed to enjoy 
the ride and agree that it is a quality bicycle.  Be sure to 
give the IBIS Attack a test ride at this year’s Police on 
Bikes Conference in Cincinnati (May 3-5).  You are 
sure to find it an American-made, quality hardtail that 
will challenge any of the popular models to date. 
For more information, contact Bruce Hopfengardner at 
800-283-0943 or WING312@mindspring.com. 

The Ibis Attack Police Bicycle 

John Ward (Orange County SO, FL): Third Place Team, 
Bicycle Pursuit.  
Darin Zaremba (Medina PD, OH):  Second Place Male, 
Bicycle Pursuit.   
First place bike pursuit winners David Brady and Lou Ann 
Hamblin each went home with a brand-new Ibis police bicycle 
(non-motorized), courtesy of Zapworld.com, and a year’s 
membership in IPMBA.     
IPMBA thanks ASLET, Controlled F.O.R.C.E., and   
Zapworld.com for their roles in putting together a terrific 
event.  Please visit www.aslet.org, www.controlledforce.com; 
and www.zapworld.com to find out more about each.     

2001 WORLD POLICE & FIRE GAMES   

O n June 8, Indianapolis will give a hero’s welcome to 
more than 10,000 public safety officers, from as many 

as 60 countries, who will be participating in the 2001 World 
Police & Fire Games.  These athletes will take part in an 
intense sporting competition at top-level facilities, as well 
as share ideas and experiences with other public safety 
officers from around the world.  1300 athletes, representing 
22 countries and 43 states have already registered.  For 
more information, visit www.2001wpfg.org, email 
megan@hetcom.com, or call 317-262-8080.  
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O ver 2500 EMS personnel came to Baltimore for 
the 19th Annual EMS Today Conference & 
Exposition – and IPMBA was there to greet them!  

With the assistance of IPMBA EMS Cyclists Chris Caisse 
and Scott Parrott of the Baltimore City Fire 
Department, we set up an attention-getting 
display consisting of two Trek bikes outfitted 
with panniers (donated to the Baltimore 
City FD by R&B Fabrications) filled with 
EMS equipment.  IPMBA EMSCI's Jim 
Bowell (Troy OH), Neil Blackington 
(Boston MA), and Scott Paul (Lebanon 
PA) volunteered to staff the booth, spending hours 
expounding on the benefits of both EMS on bikes and the 
IPMBA EMS Bicycle Operations Course.  They scarcely 
had time to collect swag, as there were always at least two 
— and usually more — interested persons checking out 
the bikes.  By the end of three days, we had spoken with 
representatives from departments around the country, 
some with well-established bike teams and others which 
are just getting started.   

success the team would enjoy over the next several months, 
but keeping the team on track is an ongoing process. 
"If I could offer three pieces of advice to new bike teams, 
they would be:  join IPMBA, pick a distinctive uniform and 
don't overlook the small events," says Nick Gatlin, the 
team's director.  "The most valuable thing we've done is get 
involved with IPMBA. Most of our 
direction and information was gained by 
our association with people we met 
through IPMBA." 
The team's yellow and black combination 
of uniform colors is different than that of 
any other services in the area.  This gives 
the team an immediate identity and high 
visibility.  
As for the acceptance of the team by the 
public, Gatlin thinks small events are the key.  Small events 
comprise about 25 percent of the team's activities.  "We 
don't just ride the big festivals.  We go to Little League 
baseball games, soccer tournaments, small community 
functions and the local parks; places we're not expected.  In 
these small settings, we're not just part of the scenery.  
We're often the center of attention.  That's the root of our 
public support, and public support is the name of the 
game." 
Being a hospital-based service gives the team an advantage.  
As a part of the hospital’s advertising campaign, the team 
has enjoyed a professionally produced promotional video, 
as well as television time secured by the hospital.  Several 

(Continued from page 1) 

EMS 

brochures featuring the bike team have also been produced.  
Promotional items for children are supplied by the hospital’s 
Community Relations Department.  Local businesses 
frequently donate items for giveaways as well.    
Local newspapers, television and radio have also brought 
attention to the team, with several articles and news spots 
featuring the program.  "We try to keep friends in the news 
media to help us promote the team's activities.  We don't 

pester them, but we let them know that 
their contributions to the team's success 
are appreciated." 
Of the eleven current active members, 
nine are IPMBA EMSC certified, and 
several prospective members are 
waiting for the next class this spring.  
All members are required to attend the 
IPMBA EMSC certification course 
within one year of joining the team.  
All members are also expected to 

maintain current IPMBA membership.  The only two 
IPMBA EMSC instructors in the state of Tennessee are on 
the Williamson County team, and another member is 
planning to attend the IPMBA Instructor Course at the 
Cincinnati conference.   
Editor’s Note:  the policies of the Williamson Medical Center 
EMS Bike Medic Program are included in the IPMBA EMS 
Bike Team Start-Up Information Packet.  To request a copy, 
please call 410-685-2220 or email ipmba@aol.com. 

Keepin’ Busy 

EMS Cycling is HOT!   
We distributed over 50 copies of the EMS Bike Team 
Start-Up Information packets as well as numerous 
conference registration forms and newsletters.  We even 
spoke with suppliers of medical equipment who are 
interested in moving into the EMS cycling market, and 
may display their wares at the IPMBA Conference.  One 
vendor - Repro-Med - has already donated several Res-Q-
Vac hand-held suction units for the EMS winners of the 
mountain bike competition.  Overall, the Expo was a great 
experience.  It only proved what IPMBA already knows -  
EMS Cycling is hot! 

EMS 

EMS 

IPMBA-Certified EMS Cyclists! 
Just a reminder that EMS pins are now available!  

To order your pin, please send a check for $5 
(includes shipping and handling) to IPMBA,       

28 E. Ostend St., Baltimore, MD  21230.   
Specify EMS. 
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New Feature 

W elcome to the newest feature of IPMBA News!  As the number of police 
and EMS bike units continues to increase, many agencies have 

developed websites as a means of providing information to the communities 
they serve.  Bike Units on the Web will feature one of these many websites in 
each upcoming issue.   This will be a unique opportunity for those units with 
websites to “show them off” as well as a source of ideas and inspiration for units 
without websites.  It will also serve as a resource for departments with new, 
not-yet-formed, or already established bike units.  If you would like to have 
your website featured in IPMBA News, please email your URL to 
ipmbambb@aol.com.  Note: Due to space limitations, it will not be possible to feature all 
websites submitted.   The editor reserves the right to select the sites that will appear in this column.   

http://info.ci.ftlaud.fl.us/police/bicycle.html 

TEXAS MEMORIAL RIDE  
All officers from the state of Texas are invited to join their fellow brothers of the badge to ride in the 3rd Annual 
Police Officers Memorial Bike Ride, May 17-18, 2001.  May 17, 2001:  Ride from San Antonio to Austin for the 
candlelight vigil at the Memorial Wall.  May 18, 2001:  Ride in a memorial procession to services at the capitol.  
Contact Officer Steve Bazany by e-mail: sb0247@hotmail.com; phone:  210-207-7764; or fax:  210-271-9700. 

RIDE ACROSS GEORGIA   

T he Bicycle Ride Across Georgia (BRAG), June 16 – 23, 2001, invites bicycling police officers to join the BRAG 
Security Team.  We need you to help us courteously enforce our BRAG Safety Pledge (wear your helmet, single 

file in traffic, etc.) on the ride.  We also need you to assist at any accidents, help us watch out for unregistered locals 
roaming through camp, and help enforce our Quiet Time at 10 p.m.  If you will be an active member of our BRAG 
Security Team, we will refund your BRAG registration fee after the ride.  You do not need to wear your uniform on 
the ride; however, if you agree to wear it every day on the ride, we will waive the registration fee in advance.  For 
more information, contact Deputy Darrell Odom of the Clayton County Georgia Sheriff's Dept. at 
Modo4459@aol.com, or call BRAG HQ at 770-921-6166. 

T he Fort Lauderdale Police Department has been utilizing bicycle patrols since 1985.  Today, there 
are 25 marked police bicycles, with 50 full-time and part-time uniformed officers actively 
participating citywide. 

The formation of the bike patrol unit coincided with the City’s efforts for redevelopment and neighborhood 
revitalization, including the beach and downtown areas.  Fort Lauderdale PD has taken the lead in South 
Florida with bicycle training.  In April 1996, the bike patrol unit was successful in having the 32-hour 
IPMBA Police Cyclist Course approved as a State-Certified Specialized Course. The course is now taught 
at police training centers throughout Florida.  The Fort Lauderdale Bicycle Patrol has also begun a Citizens 
Bike Patrol.  The citizens patrol their neighborhoods on bicycles and perform crime watch functions. 
Overall, the Fort Lauderdale Police Bicycle Patrol is making a tremendous impact in community policing 
and in general as a vital part of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department 
If you would like to learn more about Fort Lauderdale’s bike unit, log onto http://info.ci.ftlaud.fl.us/police/
bicycle.html. 

INVITATIONS TO RIDE 

NEW FEATURE: BIKE UNITS ON THE WEB 
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From Overseas  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERNATIONAL POLICE MOUNTAIN BIKE ASSOCIATION, Spring 2001 12 

 

Yes, I’d like to join IPMBA.  
Membership is $40.00 

 
Name:  
___________________________ 
Address: 
___________________________ 
City, State, Zip: 
___________________________ 
Department: 
___________________________ 
Department Address: 
___________________________ 
City, State, Zip: 
___________________________ 
Daytime Phone: 
(               )__________________  
E-mail: 
___________________________ 
 

  My check is enclosed. 
  Please charge my credit card 

(below) (MC/Visa only) 
___ ___ ___ ___ 
___ ___ ___ ___  
___ ___ ___ ___ 
___ ___ ___ ___ 

Exp.  ___/___ 
 

MAIL TO:  
IPMBA, 28 E Ostend St. 

Baltimore MD  21230  
If paying by credit card, you 

can fax this form to:  
 410-685-2240 

 
Benefits of membership include: 
⇒ Discounts to Annual Conference 
⇒ The informative and essential 

read:  the IPMBA News 
⇒ Access to the IPMBA’s exclusive 

Product Purchase Program 
⇒ Membership decals: one for your 

bike, one for your car 
⇒ Knowledge that you’re supporting 

the biggest advocate of public 
safety cycling 

Instructor Corner 

2001 IPMBA Instructor Certification Courses 

T he locations for the 2001 series of IPMBA Instructor Certification Courses 
are listed below.  The IPMBA Instructor Course is required of all current 

PC/EMSCIs who have not already taken the 
PCID, all PC/EMSCI Candidates, and all 
prospective instructors.  Current instructors and 
candidates must complete the IPMBA Instructor 
Course by May 2002 in order to retain their 
certification.  The Instructor Course will be held 
in the following locations:  

 Orlando, Florida:  February 16-20, 2001   
 Cincinnati, Ohio: April 28-May 2, 2001 

(Police on Bikes Conference)   
 Boulder, Colorado: June 18-22, 2001 
 Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota:  July 30-August 3, 2001   
 College Park, Maryland:  Dates TBD   
 Los Angeles, California:  August 6-10, 2001 

Please visit www.ipmba.org for date announcements and other information. If 
you would like to become an IPMBA instructor, please call 410-685-2220 or 
email ipmba@aol.com for information and an application.  

First Instructor Course of 2001  
a Success!    

Congratulations to the following individuals for successfully completing the 
IPMBA Instructor Course, conducted February 16-20, in Orlando, Florida.   
Richard Adair, Osceola County Sheriff’s Office, Kissimmee FL;  Richard 
Bahret, Pinellas Sheriff’s Office, Largo FL;  Kit Bryan, Orange County 
Sheriff’s Office, Orlando FL;  William Butters, Virginia Commonwealth 
University PD, Richmond VA;  Anthony Chronister, Univ. of Central Florida, 
Orlando FL;  Patrick Coiner, Fort Benning Military Police, Ft. Benning GA;  
J.J. Faro, NAS Jacksonville Police Dept., Jacksonville FL;  Michael Hansen, 
Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office, West Palm Beach FL;  Paul 
Hollingsworh, Orange County Sheriff’s Office, Orlando FL;  Chad McDaniel, 
Seminole County Sheriff’s Office, Sanford FL;  Billy Muse, University of 
Arkansas Police Dept., Jonesboro AR;  Rob Oleson, Osceola County Sheriff’s 
Office, Kissimmee FL;  Ray Ruby, Palm Beach Sheriff’s Office, West Palm 
Beach FL;  Michael Shimer, Center Military Police Co., Ft. Bliss TX;  Ronald 
Smith, Jr., Virginia Commonwealth Univ., Richmond VA;  Richard Warren, 
Greenacres Dept. of Public Safety, Greenacres FL;  Eddie Weems, University 
of Arkansas Police Dept., Jonesboro AR;  Paul White, University of Central 
Florida, Orlando FL;  Dan Wulick, Lakewood Police Dept., Lakewood WA;  
Darin Zaremba, Medina City Police Dept., Medina OH.   

“T he course was one of 
the most challenging 

and fun experiences that has 
ever come my way.  I hope to 
see more challenges of this 
nature in my future.”   

— Patrick Coiner,  
Fort Benning, Georgia 

W ant to become an IPMBA-Certified Police Cyclist or EMS Cyclist Instructor?   
Call 410-685-2220 or e-mail ipmba@aol.com to obtain an instructor application 

packet.  Simply stated, to become an Instructor, you must meet the criteria outlined in 
the packet, apply to IPMBA headquarters, be accepted, and attend one of the Instructor 
Courses offered around the country.  We’d love to have you!  Good luck! 

WANT TO BECOME AN INSTRUCTOR? 
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T he 2000 International Police Mountain Bike Association’s Police Mountain Bike 
Survey was distributed to bike officers from around the country through three 

primary channels:  the 10th Annual IPMBA Conference in Tucson, Arizona; the IPMBA 
listserve; and Police Cyclist courses held throughout the state of Michigan.  306 surveys 
were returned and tallied, with the following results.   
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IPMBA BOARD 
2000 Survey The Results are In 

On duty, what combination of bike and 
patrol car do you take? 
Patrol car and bicycle:  55%  
Bicycle only:  35%  
Other:  5% 
 
If you take both a patrol car and a 
bike, which racking system do you use? 
Trunk rack:  48% 
Trailer hitch and bike rack:  40%  
Other: 12% (back of truck; back of seat 
of patrol car; trunk) 
 
Have you or anyone from your 
department experienced any 
intentional damage or theft of your 
bike or equipment? 
No:  79%  
Yes:  21% (bikes were stolen while 
unattended; tires were flattened; quick 
releases opened; lights and rack bags 
stolen off bikes; computers stolen; brakes 
released, helmets stolen while on the 
bike; sunglasses stolen; bike repair stands 
stolen) 
 
Does your department provide bike 
patrol-specific firearms training? 
No:  74%  
Yes:  26% 
 
Does your department provide bike 
specific defensive tactics training? 
No:  84%   
Yes:  16%  
 
Does your bike patrol have an “off-
season” (i.e.: winter, little or no 
riding)? 
No:  40%  
Yes:  60% (on that off-season the top 
three activities to stay in shape were to 
jog/run, weights, and bike skills/
stationary bike) 
 
Which injuries have you incurred 
during bike patrol training? 
None:  33%  
Scrapes & Bruises:  46%  
Sprains, strains, muscle tears:  15%  
Dislocations, fractures, other:  6%  
 
Did the training injury result in time 

lost from work? 
Yes:   64% lost five or fewer days; length 
of time ranged from one day to 11 months 
 
Have you ever been injured (other than 
assaulted) while on bike patrol duty?   
No:  80%  
Yes:  20% (included:  49% minor crashes; 
14% hit by a car; 37% miscellaneous 
injuries, including water on the knee, 
broken patella, broken arm, injured 
rotator cuff) 
 
Did the bike duty injury result in time 
lost from work?   
No:  57%   
Yes: 42%  (75% lost less than one week; 
length of time ranged from 1 day to 6 
months) 
 
Have you experienced a foot injury due 
to improper footwear? 
No:  96%  
Yes:  4%  
 
Have you ever unintentionally injured 
someone else while on bike patrol? 
No:  100%  
 
Are you familiar with any bike officers 
who died during bike training or while 
on bike patrol duty? 
No:  99%  
Yes:  1%  
 
Are you aware of any incidents in 
which a bike officer was involved in a 
lethal force incident? 
No:  91%  
Yes:  9%   
 
Is there a noticeable difference in 
morale between bike officers and road 
patrol officers in your department? 
No:  44%  
Yes:  38% (75% reported that bike 
officers’ morale was better.  Descriptions 
of bike officers included:  happier, more 
proud, more positive, more committed, 
more enthusiastic, better attitudes, more 
job satisfaction, more motivated, more 
willing to train, more outgoing, greater 
community awareness.  25% reported 

(Continued on page 15) 
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The International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) and ITT 
Industries Night Vision announce the 2001 Community Policing Awards.  For more information or to nominate 
someone you know, contact IACP at 1-800-488-2848 ext. 4311 or visit www.theiacp.org.  Deadline:  June 1, 2001. 

M edical Research Laboratories (MRL), is currently accepting grant applications for the LifeQuest, a combined 
monitor/defibrillator/AED.   The MRL LifeQuest Automated External Defibrillator offers simplicity, 

reliability, and versatility, and at only 4.5 lbs., this compact and portable AED can be deployed by virtually anyone 
and easily transported.  For more information and a grant application, contact Bill Smirles, MRL, 1000 Asbury Drive, 
Buffalo Grove IL  60089.  847-520-0300, ext. 133 or bsmirles@mrlinc.com. 

GRANTS AVAILABLE 

CALL FOR ENTRIES 

Community Policing Nearly Doubles in Two Years  IN THE NEWS 

The number of police departments using community policing nearly doubled from 1997 to 1999, a Justice Department report says.  
The report, released on February 25 by the Bureau of Justice Statistics, showed 64 percent of local departments in 1999 had police 
patrolling neighborhoods on foot or bicycle or had programs to work with local groups to address crime.  That was nearly double 
the number in 1997, when 34 percent of all departments had community policing.  Visit www.usdoj.gov for the full report. 

Miscellaneous 

Got E-Mail?   
I nstructors and members: if you have not already joined one of IPMBA’s 

online discussion groups, do so today by e-mailing tinman@tulane.edu.   
There are two separate listserves, one for IPMBA Instructors and one for 
IPMBA Members.  Please indicate which you would like to join.  Instructors are 
encouraged to join both.  To sign on to IPMBA’s “Announce only” list serve, 
visit www.ipmba.org and enter your e-mail into the “Listbot Box.” 

LISTSERVE 

Interested in Hosting a Future IPMBA Conference? 
 
IPMBA is currently seeking locations for the Annual Police on Bikes 
Conference, starting in 2003.  For a set of conference specifications, call       
410-685-2220 or e-mail ipmbambb@aol.com 

BOARD POSITION DEFINED 

 

HOSTS WANTED 

A t a recent board meeting in Cincinnati, the board position of 
EMS Coordinator was more clearly defined.  The EMS 

Coordinator, in addition to fulfilling the normal duties and 
responsibilities of a board member, shall be a direct representative 
for the EMS professionals in the organization.  The coordinator 
shall assist the Education Director in ensuring the EMSC Course 
is kept current and is the most comprehensive course available; 
shall actively pursue ideas to expand the EMS component of 
IPMBA and nurture IPMBA’s relationship with the emergency 
medical service community; and shall perform all duties assigned 
by the President of the Governing Board.   

resentment by road patrol officers toward 
bike officers.) 

 
Has your bike patrol program 
experienced any form of stagnation or 
disinterest? 
No:  62%  
Yes:  38% (administration no longer 
supports bike patrol; manpower shortages; 
budget crunches; lack of interest in riding 
among bike officers) 
 
Does your department keep statistics that 
compare bike patrol activity to road 
patrol such as arrest, tickets or 
enforcement? 
No:  75% 
Yes:  25%  
 
Has your bike patrol experienced any 
issues or situations unique to your area? 
Yes:  winter riding, seasonal Christmas 
riding in shopping areas, hazard pay, pre-
screening, patrolling dorm areas, state 
troopers on bikes, enforcing hunting and 
fishing law on bikes, working organized 
protests such as KKK rally, crowd control, 
undercover and plainclothes surveillance. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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Mark your calendar 
12th Annual Police on Bikes Conference  

—UTAH— 

International Police Mountain Bike Association 
28 E. Ostend Street 
Baltimore MD  21230 

Inside: 

• 2000 Survey Results 
• Product Review — IBIS Attack Bike 
• Bike Cops Rule at ASLET Competition 
• MN & CO Instructor Course Registration Forms  
• Product Purchase Program 
• And more . . . 
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Ogden, Utah.  Great city, great riding.  The Ogden Police Department is proud to  host the 
2002 IPMBA Police on Bikes Conference & Product Exhibition.   

Pre-Conference:  May 4 – 8, 2002 
EMS on Bikes Course:  5/5 – 5/8, ‘02 
IPMBA Instructor Course:  5/4 – 5/8, ‘02 
Police Cyclist Course: 5/5 – 5/8, ‘02  
Police Cyclist Advanced Course:  5/5 – 5/8, ‘02 
Maintenance Officer Course:  5/5 – 5/8, ‘02 

The Conference: May 9 – 11, 2002 
Police on Bikes Conference:  5/9 – 5/11, ‘02 
Product Exhibition:  5/8 – 5/10, ‘02 
IPMBA Mountain Bike Competition:  5/11/02 

Registration Materials Available Fall 2001! 


